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"DECOMMODIFY" TO SOLVE HOUSING CRISIS, 
SAYS UD SOCIOLOGY PROFESSOR 
News Release 
Nov. 29, 1990 
Contact: Jim Feuer 
DAYTON, Ohio -- The United states faces a housing cr1s1s 
because we treat housing as a commodity rather than a basic human 
need, according to a sociologist at the University of Dayton. 
"The federal government loses $50 billion a year in income-
tax revenue by allowing a deduction for property taxes and 
mortgage interest," says Mary Jo Huth, professor of sociology. 
"About 75 percent of these deductions go to taxpayers in the 
upper 15 percent of the income range. 
"The revenue lost in this way over the last two years is 
about what the government spent on low-income housing during the 
entire 1980s. We talk about welfare for the poor, but the same 
thing for the rich is subsidies." 
Huth, who presented a paper on the housing cr1s1s at the 
Association for Humanist Sociology conference this fall, says she 
does not favor the elimination of all housing tax breaks but 
suggests that they be limited to middle- and lower-income 
households. 
Another factor that will aggravate the housing crisis in the 
next few years, says Huth, involves the u.s. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
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By 1995, HUD's rent-subsidy and mortgage-subsidy contracts 
with private developers, which cover more than one million low-
income housing units, will have expired. If the contracts are 
not renewed, owners of these residential properties may raise 
rents or convert the units to condominiums, she says. 
Huth advocates a "decommodification" program that, 1.n her 
v1.ew, can be compatible with a market economy. 
"Strict rent controls have been a feature of the private 
housing market 1.n virtually every Western European country since 
World War II," says Huth. "Both England and what was West 
Germany have more than 30 percent of their housing stock under 
government or non-profit ownership, and the share of the public 
budget allocated to housing throughout Western Europe is two to 
five times higher than in the United States." 
One of the "more acceptable ways" to change housing policy 
1.n the Unites States would be "to give local tenant organizations 
control over rent, occupancy conditions, evictions and conversion 
from rentals to ownership," says Huth. 
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For media interviews, call Mary Jo Huth at (513) 229-2421. 
